Against the Grain
Volume 23 | Issue 6

Article 38

December 2011

Little Red Herrings -- Occupy Wall Street
Mark Y. Herring
Winthrop University, herringm@winthrop.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/atg
Part of the Library and Information Science Commons
Recommended Citation
Herring, Mark Y. (2011) "Little Red Herrings -- Occupy Wall Street," Against the Grain: Vol. 23: Iss. 6, Article 38.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7771/2380-176X.6058

This document has been made available through Purdue e-Pubs, a service of the Purdue University Libraries. Please contact epubs@purdue.edu for
additional information.

Ta ke a closer look at....
The CHARLESTON REPORT
Business Insights into the Library Market

You Need The Charleston Report...

if you are a publisher, vendor, product developer, merchandiser,
consultant or wholesaler who is interested in improving
and/or expanding your position in the U.S. library market.

Subscribe today at our discounted rate of only $75.00
The Charleston Company
6180 East Warren Avenue, Denver, CO 80222
Phone: 303-282-9706 • Fax: 303-282-9743

Pelikan’s Antidisambiguation
from page 8
Perhaps here is where the enlightened cable
company might find the path to survival: in
streaming books, “Quixotic: All Cervantes,
All the Time!” Or, “Tonight: Joyce — the
Comprehensible Edition.”
In truth, I find literacy’s prospects a little
dismaying at the present time. Can the Great
Novel be pounded out on a tablet screen’s
keyboard? Back in an electronics class I took
(in the previous century), the teacher made us
use slide rules for the first two months, before
permitting us to employ scientific calculators.
I’m certain it was good for us, but I haven’t
used a slide rule since.

Rumors
from page 6
told me in Charleston that Jerry had a stroke
that affected the muscles on one side of his
face. Buzzy said that Jerry could understand
what he said to him. Mary, Jerry’s wife,
said that they were doing 10 weeks of therapy
twice a week and Jerry is doing well. In fact,
they expect him to be back at 100% of the
same old Jerry! Jerry’s phone number is
781-545-4734.
continued on page 20
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P

erhaps someone can help me with this.
Since the discovery of a library at the
“Occupy Wall Street” site in New York,
the library press has been nothing short of gaga.
Like Neanderthals discovering fire, the library
press has been all atwitter about the library,
books, donations to same, and, of course, the
destruction — OMG, no, please say it isn’t so!
— of said library when the police moved in.
Never in my thirty years in this profession have
I seen more ink spilled on so narrow an event
in general, and in the library press in specific.
Granted, librarians are probably slightly more
politically left than they are to the right, but even
that doesn’t quite explain the insatiable interest
in a fringe movement.
Now I do understand the movement, and I get
that these folks are very upset about corporations
“making out like bandits.” What I don’t get
comes down to two things: one, what do they
hope to accomplish; and, two, why is a library
all that unusual or even newsworthy?
The what-do-they-hope-to-accomplish part is
really puzzling to me. I thought one of the points
was the massive and unnecessary spending by
corporations. I got that the first few days. We’re
now going on ninety days, so what’s the other
point? Corporate greed is always an easy target,
but it isn’t new. Is there something else? It can’t
be the banking bailouts, as Congress, more than
anyone else, is responsible for that. It can’t be
the housing mess either, as, again, Congress is
the culprit. Maybe there should be an “Occupy

Congress” movement? Perhaps it is the recent
interest on the cost of a college education. If so,
are we advocating occupying college grounds?
So far this movement has cost American cities $13 million, and more is being added daily.
Yes, of course, free speech and the right to protest are very much a part of the American warp
and woof of freedom. But does that include a
“right” to tear up public property in the process?
Furthermore, the group has not exactly patterned
itself after Gandhi’s passive resistance of late,
as fighting is now taking place at more than one
location. And it isn’t just with the police, but
with other participants. In Zuccotti Park, for
example, they had to set up a “safety tent” for
women being groped by fellow (or felon) occupiers. I won’t mention the outbreaks of lice.
The second part of the question is a bit more
germane to librarians. Is it really unusual for a
library to develop among scores and scores of
people sitting about on public property all day
with nothing to do? Wouldn’t it be more unusual
had one not emerged? Personally, I don’t go
anywhere without a book. Even when stuck in
traffic I pick up whatever I’m reading while waiting for the unsnarling, and I began this habit long
before I became a librarian. Wouldn’t thousands
of folks with nothing to do but sit about all day
find reading natural? Not everyone there has a
smartphone or an eBook reader either, so naturally print books should, and did, emerge.
And yet none of this explains why so much
ink has been spilled about this library. I’m glad
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the library is there, and
I’m glad these folks are
reading. I hope some
of the books have to do with economics, and
democratic capitalism, too. Perhaps their reading will help them understand why running up a
$40,000 college debt on street theatre and puppetry may not yield the highest career return,
but that’s not exactly Wall Street’s fault.
This leads me to a final observation. Is this
the movement to which the library profession
should suddenly attach itself? I understand
that librarians have something of a chip on
their shoulders about their image and will do
almost anything to be seen as something other
than librarians. But seriously, is this Marxistladen movement the right one? Given that our
future largely depends on “evil” corporations
like Microsoft, Apple, Wal-Mart, Sears, and
McDonald’s (not to mention many of those
1%) throwing a few dollars our way, should
we be so quick to bite the hand that feeds us,
or feeds our organizations? I’m not advocating
a pass for corporations, but we can’t be like
the guy who shot his parents and then threw
himself on the mercy of the court because he
was an orphan.
It’s hardly fun, I know, but perhaps we
should take a breath and occupy reality for a
bit? At the very least, can we all agree that
libraries are not all that unusual, and their
emergence is as natural a part of life as eating
and drinking?
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